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MONTGOMERY COUNTY TRAFFIC OPERATIONS SECTION 
TRAFFIC CONTROL REQUIREMENTS 

 
I. General Requirements 
 

Each phase of construction, including the follow up restoration operations shall be provided with 
appropriate work zone traffic controls. 

 
The permittee will be solely responsible for all accidents and/or damage to persons and/or 
property damage resulting from his operations. 

 
The permittee shall refer to the attached Traffic Control Plan (TCP) drawings to select the 
appropriate work zone traffic controls for each phase of construction. Work zone situations which 
are not addressed in the attached TCP shall conform to the guidelines set forth in Section 6 of the 
MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES FOR STREETS AND HIGHWAY 
(MUTCD), most recent edition. 

 
The County's Department of Permitting Services (DPS) Inspector has the authority to modify the 
TCP as deemed necessary.  The Inspector has the authority to order the permittee to stop work 
and vacate the public right-of-way if the TCP is not complied with. 

 
Road closures of any duration shall require the submittal of a written request to the Traffic 
Operations Section with justification as to why work activity cannot occur while traffic is being 
maintained.  Road closure shall require additional traffic controls including advance notification, 
approach, and detour signage, as approved by Traffic Operations Section. 

 
All sidewalk closures shall require the approval of the Traffic Operations Section. Any sidewalk 
closure greater than two (2) weeks shall require the submittal of a written request to the Traffic 
Operations Section and may require additional traffic controls.  Sidewalk closures shall be limited 
to occur only during the actual work activity.  During closure, sidewalks shall be barricaded to 
physically prevent pedestrian passage and appropriate pedestrian detours shall be posted. During 
all other times, provisions for safe pedestrian access through the work area, via a temporary 
walkway shall be provided.  

 
Any work within the traveled portion of roadways shall be restricted to the hours of 9:00 AM to 
3:30 PM, Monday through Friday. 

 
Work on holidays shall not occur unless an exception is granted in writing by the County's DPS 
Inspector. 

 
Construction activity, loading or unloading of equipment shall not block any traffic lane other than 
those delineated within the work zone. 

 
Exclusive of emergency work, the permittee shall contact occupants of all adjoining properties and 
inform them of the scope and the timing of construction. A minimum of 24 hours notification shall 
be required prior to the commencement of any activity on the site. 
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Access shall be maintained to all driveways unless permission for closure is granted by the property 
owner/manager.  However, accessibility for emergency vehicles shall be maintained at all times. 

 
Pavement excavation shall be limited to a maximum of one travel lane at any time unless 
otherwise specified on the TCP. 

 
Hazardous materials shall not be stored within public right-of-way. 

 
Materials or equipment shall not be stored on the roadway surface or sidewalk during non-work 
periods. All stored materials and equipment shall be set back at least six (6) feet behind the curb 
along a closed section roadway and at least twelve (12) feet from the edge of open section 
roadway. 

 
Any excavation(s) in the roadway shall be paved to level grade or plated and the roadway reopened 
to its full cross-section prior to the end of each workday.  "STEEL PLATES AHEAD" (W21-9) 
signs shall be placed approximately 250 feet in advance of any steel plate.  

 
Any excavations in the sidewalk shall be backfilled or plated prior to the end of each workday and 
sidewalk reopened to its full cross section. 

 
Traffic shall not be permitted within ten (10) feet of any excavation that results in a vertical drop-
off of more than five (5) inches in the level of pavement during non-working hours unless 
protected by temporary concrete barriers or ramped with aggregate material at a 3:1 or flatter slope 
from the edge of pavement.  When ramping is utilized, traffic drums shall be positioned adjacent to 
the edge of the work area on the traffic side of the slope. 

 
Traffic shall not be permitted within two (2) feet of any excavation that results in a vertical drop-
off of more than two (2) inches but no more than five (5) inches in the level of pavement during 
non-working hours unless either ramped with aggregate material at a 3:1 or flatter slope, provided 
with an abutting wedge of bituminous material at a 3:1 or flatter slope or protected by traffic 
drums.   

 
In areas where a drop-off in the level of pavement is two (2) inches or less, traffic may be allowed 
to freely cross under the following conditions:  

 
§ Where longitudinal paving joints of two (2) inches or less are exposed to traffic, warning signs 

shall be posted indicating "UNEVEN PAVEMENT" (W8-11 modified).  These signs should 
be placed 250 feet in advance of the uneven joint and be spaced at appropriate intervals 
throughout the area of the uneven joint. 

 
§ Where lateral paving joints of two (2) inches or less are exposed to traffic, a "BUMP" (W8-1) 

sign shall be posted 100 feet in advance of the joint. 
 
§ When milled pavement is left exposed to traffic a "ROUGH ROAD"(W8-8) or "GROOVED 

PAVEMENT" (W8-8a) sign shall be placed 250 feet in advance of the milled area. 
 

The permittee shall contact the MCDPWT Parking Operations Section 301-565-7696 a minimum 
of 48 hours in advance at to arrange for payment and the bagging of all parking meters within the 
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work zone.  Meter numbers and location must be specified. 
 

When it is necessary to restrict parking in a non-metered area to facilitate work activity, the 
permittee shall contact the appropriate County Police Station for temporary "No Parking" signs. 

 
If any traffic control signs are to be placed along a MSHA roadway or within the limits of an 
incorporated area, the permittee shall notify the appropriate agency of signage to be installed. 

 
Contact the MCDPWT Transportation Management Center 240-777-2100 between 5:00 AM and 
11:00 PM to inform them of temporary lane closures in the vicinity of any traffic signals. 

 
The permittee shall contact Mr. Robert Gonzales at 240-777-2190 (a minimum of one week prior) 
to coordinate any minor traffic signal relocations to facilitate this work activity. Major signal 
relocations shall be coordinated a minimum of thirty (30) days in advance of the project. 

 
The permittee shall contact Mr. Jeff Burton at 301-215-6660 of the Bethesda Urban Partnership 
and the Bethesda Traffic Sergeant at 301-657-0125 of the Montgomery County Police 
Department, a minimum of one week prior to the beginning of any work activities within the 
Bethesda Business District. 

 
The permittee shall contact Ms. Lori Gillen at 301-565-7357 of the Silver Spring Regional Services 
Center and the Silver Spring Traffic Sergeant at 301-565-7740 of the Montgomery County Police 
Department, a minimum of one week prior to the beginning of any work activities within the Silver 
Spring Business District. 

 
All existing traffic control devices (i.e. signs, marking, etc.) that must be removed shall be replaced 
in their proper location prior to the completion of the project. Cost for the replacement and/or  
repair of devices damaged as a result of the project shall be assessed to the permittee. 

 
All traffic control devices shall conform to the most recent edition of the MUTCD. 
 
The implementation date and continuance of work activities may be altered at the discretion of the 
County's DPS Inspector in the event of conflicts with previously approved or emergency activities. 

 
At the completion of work activities, conditions within the public space shall be fully restored to 
those that existed prior to the work activity. 

 
II. Specific Requirements: 
 
A. Maintenance of Traffic 
 

When possible, two-way traffic shall be maintained, otherwise, flaggers shall be used to control 
traffic. 

 
Flaggers shall be Maryland State Highway Administration approved flaggers. 

 
Flaggers shall be used at the direction of the County Inspector. 
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Flaggers shall use STOP/SLOW paddles to direct traffic. 
 

Radio communication shall be required between flaggers at the discretion of the County Inspector 
or under the following conditions: 

 
§ If the flaggers cannot see each other. 
§ If the lane closure exceeds 200 feet.  

 
At least one 10-foot travel lane shall be available for traffic at all times. 

 
Provision shall be made for safe maintenance of pedestrian and bicycle traffic, subject to approval 
of the County's DPS Inspector. 

 
B. Installation of Traffic Control Devices 
 

Signage, traffic drums, traffic cones, and arrow panels shall be placed in accordance with the 
appropriate typical and spacing chart. 

 
All signs, traffic drums and cones shall be fully reflectorized with high intensity, reflective sheeting 
as per the MUTCD.  

 
Appropriate distances for sign legends are “AHEAD”, “500 FT”, “1000 FT”, “1500 FT”, or “1/2 
MILE”.  For distances less than 500 feet, “AHEAD” shall be used. 

 
All warning signs, unless otherwise specified, shall be a minimum of 48" X 48", black symbol or 
legend on orange background and diamond shaped. 

 
  All portable signs shall be mounted a minimum of one (1) foot above the level of the roadway, 

with higher mounting heights desirable. 
 

All warning signs not applicable to the actual situation shall be removed or covered during non-
applicable periods. 

 
Work Area Ahead (W20-1 modified) signs must be installed at the end of each workday when 
temporary aggregate ramping is implemented. 

 
Reflectorized traffic drums or cones shall be used to delineate the work zone. These channelizing 
devices shall be placed in accordance with the typicals and spacing chart. Additionally, 
channelizing devices shall be placed along excavations at ten (10) foot intervals. 

 
During nighttime operations reflectorized traffic drums should be used.  However, for emergency 
work activities where traffic drums are not readily available, reflectorized traffic cones that are a 
minimum of twenty eight (28) inches in height and having six (6) inch and four (4) inch reflective 
collars within the top sixteen (16) inches of the cone may be used.  All work areas left unattended 
at night shall be delineated with reflectorized traffic drums. 

 
Flashing Arrow Panels shall be used at the beginning of any lane closure on a multi-lane roadway. 
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When temporary concrete barrier (TCB) is used, reflectorized markers are required as per TCP 
109.02.  Also, a 12" X 36" object marker (vertical panel as per TCP 109.01) shall be installed. 

 
When pavement markings have been obliterated by the work activity, the permittee shall install 
any critical interim pavement markings prior to the end of the workday as specified by the county's 
DPS Inspector and/or the Traffic Operations Section. 

 
§ On road sections that are not scheduled to be overlaid, all temporary pavement markings 

shall be (removable) detour grade marking tape. Any conflicting markings, which need to 
be temporarily removed, are to be masked using "3M Removable Black Lane Mask" or an 
approved equal. 

 
§ On road sections that are to be overlaid, temporary markings can be either tape or paint. 

Any conflicting markings should be removed with a pavement grinder. 
 

Contact Mr. Khurseed Bilgrami ten (10) working days in advance of the final paving operation to 
schedule installation of pavement markings at 240-777-2190. 

 
Field assistance by the MCDPWT Traffic Operations Section is available upon request. Contact 
Mr. Pat Bradley at 240-777-2190. 


